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Abstract:

This paper discusses the conceptual basis for linking development policies and climate change adaptation
and mitigation and suggests an analytical approach that can be applied to studies in developing countries.
The approach is centred on a broad set of policy evaluation criteria that merge traditional economic and
sectoral goals and broader social issues related to health and income distribution. The approach is inspired
by institutional economics and development paradigms that emphasise human wellbeing, resource access,
empowerment, and the arrived freedoms. It is outlined how indicators of wellbeing can be used to assess
policies that integrate development and climate change policy objectives, and this approach is discussed in
comparison with other work that rather have been inspired by sustainable development aspects of
manmade, natural, and social capital. The experiences and results from case studies of development and
climate that have done a first attempt to use human wellbeing indicators are reported and discussed. The
studies include work from India, China, South Africa, Brazil, Bangladesh, and Senegal. A number of policy
examples in the energy-, food-, and water sectors in these studies have shown up to demonstrate
numerous linkages between development policies and climate change. Various analytical tools have been
used in the studies including quantitative and qualitative scenario work as well as detailed micro-based
analysis. The methodological conclusion that can be drawn from these studies, is that it is possible to apply
wellbeing indicators to the more detailed policy assessment, but a link to more general national and regional
scenario work is not yet established. © 2007 Springer Science+Business Media, B.V.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker, Researcher

Exposure :  
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weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Mental Health/Stress, Other Health Impact

Other Health Impact: Well-being

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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